
 
 

HEXHAM CEMETERY and  HEXHAM SPITAL 
Afternoon visit, Wednesday 19th June, led by Hugh Dixon 

 

It is fortunate to have on the west side of Hexham one of the best smaller Georgian country houses of the area 
and, as its contrasting neighbour and half a century younger, arguably the town’s best architectural set-piece.  
Although both are integral to Hexham’s social history, their location has resulted in their receiving relatively 

little notice in accounts of the town (Hugh Dixon) 
 

In 1857 Hexham Burial Board purchased land to the west of the town, overlooking the Tyne Valley, in order to 
create an urgently needed new burial ground. It was designed in 1858 by Archibald Dunn, one of the 
outstanding church designers of the period. His scheme accorded with to the most up-to-date requirements of 
the gothic revival, and the high quality of his design was matched by the craftsmanship of the builders and 
sculptors employed to execute it. The site is an excellent example of an early ‘Burial Board’ cemetery, 
incorporating reformed ideas on burial provision.  Much of the original planting schemes remain intact, and it 
contains a wide range of monuments which reflect Hexham’s social and economic history.   

 

The Spital, now the home of Hexham Golf Club, stands near the 
site of (and takes its name from) a hospital established by the 
Austin Canons in the 12th century, for ‘poor sick husbandmen, 
infirm persons or lepers, born within the liberty’.  After the 
Dissolution the land was granted to Sir Reynold Carnaby and 
became a private residence. In 1802 the property was purchased by 
James Gibson, who built the present house which is is a fine 
example of Palladian design with fashionable, later Georgian 
features. The various rooms rooms have fine views towards the Tyne valley on the north, and towards Hexham 
and the Abbey on the east. Refreshments will be available at the end of the visit at £1.50 per person, which can 
be paid for on the day. 
 

Accessibility: there are steps up to the chapels at the Cemetery, and, inevitably, there are uneven surfaces and 
trip hazards throughout the entire site. There are a few steps inside the Golf Club. There are toilet facilities at 
the Golf Club. 
 

Arrangements: please meet at the entrance to The Cemetery at 2 p.m. There is limited car parking outside the 
Cemetery, so please park as neatly as you can! If you require a lift  there, please let me know on your booking 
form, and if you are able to offer an lift, please will you also do the same. If you wish to walk there I will 
arrange for you have have a lift from the Cemetery to The Golf Club. 
 

Please note that the maximum number that we can acccept on this visit is 24. As usual with restricted numbers I 
will allocate places to people in the order in which they arrive through the post (please no phone or email 
bookings!) and I’ll keep a waiting list in case of cancellations.  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please return this form to Jennifer Britton, 4, Leazes Park, Hexham, NE46 3AX 
 

Please reserve …………place(s) on the visit to Hexham Cemetery and The Spital  
 

                Name(s)…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

                Address…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

                Email……………………………………………Telephone…………………………………  
              
                I would like a lift to the Cemetery................................ I can offer a lift to the Cemetery.................................... 
 

 


