
 
TOUR OF   

THE TYNE THEATRE & OPERA HOUSE 
Thursday 16th May 2019 (afternoon coach visit) 

 
The Tyne Theatre and Opera House is one of the few Grade 1 
listed theatres in Great Britain, and is one of only  ten which 
date back to the Victoria era. It originally opened in 1867, and 
was designed by William Parnell for Joseph Cowen, a 
prominent policitician and industrialist, whose family owned 
the Blaydon Brickworks. Originally locally produced 
producations were staged, but in the late 1890’s partnersnips 
with London theatre companies brought major and lavish 
productions from the capital to the Theatre, and provoked 
rivalry with the Theatre Royal! During the first world war it 
was converted into a cinema, which eventually declined and 

closed in the 1970’s. It re-opened as a theatre in 1977 and is now run as a charity by the Tyne Theatre 
and Opera House Preservation Trust. 
 

The theatre boasts a lavishly appointed horseshoe shaped auditorium, with panelled ceiling, and ornate 
plasterwork. The stage is said to be one of the best examples in the country of an English wooden 
stage, including several trap doors, and below it we should be able to view the remarkable  original 
understage machinery, all still in use. There is an excellent set of display panels, chronicling the 
history of the theatre. 
 

Accessibility: please note that a couple of the staircases which have to be negotiated are steep and 
narrow! There are toilet facilities available in the theatre. 
 

Arrangements: Depart Wentworth car park (leisure centre) 1.15 p.m, Shaftoe Leazes bus stop 1.20 
p.m., Benson memorial bus lay-by 1.25 p.m. Corbridge car park 1.30 p.m. The Angel, Corbridge, bus 
stop 1.35. 
 

Please note that the maximum number of people the Theatre Trust will accept on a tour is 25. As usual 
with restricted numbers I will allocate places to people in the order in which they arrive through the post 
(please no phone or email bookings!) and I’ll keep a waiting list in case of cancellations.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------              
Please return this form to Jennifer Britton, 4, Leazes Park, Hexham, NE46 3AX 
 

Please reserve …………place(s) on the visit to the Tyne Theatre & Opera House at £8.50 per person (the cost 
includes your coach travel, tour and refreshments afterwards.) 
 

                Name(s)…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
                Address…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
                Email……………………………………………Telephone…………………………………  
 

                          IMPORTANT: please state which pickup point you require................................................ 
 

                 I enclose a cheque for………………………… made payable to Hexham Local History Society 
                 (our bank will not accept cheques made out to HLHS). Please send a separate cheque for each outing 


