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Welcome to the Autumn newsletter. You will all, I hope, have received 
and perused this year’s issue of our annual journal Hexham Historian. 
It has been jointly edited by Liz Sobell and Mark Benjamin as Mark 
eases himself out of the editor’s chair after twelve years. Please join 
me in thanking Mark for his hard work to keep producing a high quality 

history journal each year. It is one of only a small number still appearing in print each year in 
the Northeast region. Perhaps there is a local subject in which you are particularly interested 
and have researched. In which case please let us know, and consider writing it up for 
potential inclusion in a future issue. 
 
This autumn also marks the republication of Dr John Chapman’s A Walk Back in Time, his 
guide to the historic buildings of Hexham’s town centre, which was published by him about 
fifteen years ago, and long out of print. With the kind permission of his family, this second 
edition has been produced and issued by the Society, thanks to the work of Professor Pete 
Lee, our webmaster, with the help of Judy and Jon Lee, Mark Benjamin and Yvonne Purdy. 
It is available in electronic format that can be viewed on computers and mobile devices, 
making it useful as a walking guide. The book is on general sale in our online shop for £3, 
but members can buy it for £1. 
 
Going over its pages again prompts thoughts of the houses in the town more generally, 
particularly in the less well-studied outer fringes. As with many settlements that grew rapidly 
from Victorian times, earlier buildings, once surrounded by fields, can still be spotted here 
and there surrounded by more recent estates, and the old course of tracks leading to the 
fields now widened to accommodate cars. Hellpool Lane is one such ancient routeway, for 
example. But the housing estates themselves are worth considering too. The short walk 
eastwards from White Cross along Radcliffe Road and Bywell Avenue to Woodside, roughly 
parallel to the A695 Corbridge Road, reveals a number of changes in housing type and style 
behind which surely lies an interesting story of policy decisions and development in the 20th 
century. If you know the area and have had similar thoughts or questions, why not consider 
digging into it a little further and writing it up for posterity? 
 
 

Would you like to help the Society by contributing to the history 
information we have available on the website?  For example, we have 
the descriptions of Historical Buildings and Notable Areas that can 
always be improved or added to. There is the Hexham Timeline that 
primarily records the dates of historical interest in Hexham, which 

needs keeping up-to-date with events in recent history and as they occur.  Or the I Didn't 
Know That section about Hexham-related myths, legends, people etc; or you may have 
ideas for other sections that could usefully be added to the website. 
 
You would not be expected to edit the website, but if you would like to know more or could 
help by providing information to us (ideally in an electronic format), please contact one of the 
Committee Members or me at webmaster@hexhamhistorian.org  
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The Shops Index database of information garnered from the Goad Plans mentioned in the 
last issue is now available in the Members’ Library.   If you can fill in any of the gaps, do let 
us know! 
 
 

The closure of the Boot’s store on Cattle Market and Beale’s, formerly 
Robbs, brings to an end two of the town’s major trading histories.   
New members may not know that we have published histories of both 
stores in HH16 (Pattinson’s/Boots) and 18 (Robb’s/Beale’s) 
 

 
The Internet contains an increasing amount of information relevant to 
Tynedale’s history; some, it has to be said, more reliable than others.   
However, members wanting a brief introduction to the Border Reivers 
are recommended to try the blog written by Tom Moss at 
https://tinyurl.com/y54c2xp9      Tom also maintains a more wide-

ranging website at www.reivershistory.co.uk    
 
 

The Georgian mansion, The Spital, now run by Hexham Golf Club, 
derived its name from the old hospital used by Hexham Priory in the 
Middle Ages for people with infectious diseases including leprosy. 
Later it became more of a hospice for elderly and infirm members of 
the Priory community before Reynold Carnaby obtained the site after 
the dissolution of the monasteries. It was a later owner, James 
Kirsopp (originally Gibson) who built what has been called the best 

Georgian building of its kind in Northumberland. Most people only see the building from the 
road leading from Shaws Park to the railway 
crossing by the river. The two dozen HLHS 
members lucky enough to get places on the 
visit led by Hugh Dixon were fascinated as 
he enthusiastically led us around and into the 
building pointing out numerous features that 
even regular golfing users probably never 
notice. Hospitality is a further derivation and 
everyone enjoyed the break for tea and 
coffee (and noting that the Golf Club’s drinks 
and meals are open to non-members). 
 
Refreshed, everyone, some sharing cars, 
moved on to the Cemetery further along the West Road. Again Hugh was able to bring the 

history of the place to life with innumerable 
details. The four buildings (two gatehouses and 
two chapels) form a coherent and symmetrical 
whole, this time with a Gothic building theme, 
although for safety reasons the left hand chapel 
has had some eroded stonework detail removed.  
Originally the left hand chapel and left hand side 
of the cemetery were consecrated only for 
Anglican use and were the successors to the 
graveyard beside the Abbey Church.  The right 
hand building (formerly the nonconformist chapel) 

is now used for storage and everyone uses the left hand, western chapel.  This is small 
since it was originally just for the reading of the burial service, especially when this could not 
easily be done at the graveside in bad weather. The increasing take-up of plots meant that 
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the cemetery has expanded in size, now including woodland burials. Hugh led us on a tour 
of all the most interesting gravestones and memorials. Not everyone could afford a stone so 
there are also many unmarked graves but the HLHS website members page has lists of all 
the older burials as well as a section with an index and transcription of all the memorial 
inscriptions in the older part, including additions up to the early 21st century.  
 
This was an absorbing visit, very well organised by Jennifer Britton and Hugh Dixon. 
 
 

A large group of 
members enjoyed a day 
visit to the Bowes 
Museum and Barnard 
Castle. En route the 
weather was very 

threatening and I was concerned that my 
reputation for always (well nearly always!) 
organizing excellent weather for our outings 
was about to be destroyed. However, I’m 
pleased to report that as we arrived the skies brightened and, apart from a slight shower 
early afternoon, the weather behaved itself admirably.   
 
Despite living in the north-east for nearly ten years, I’m ashamed to say that this was my first 
visit to the Bowes Museum. It certainly didn’t disappoint!  It is a tribute to the enthusiasm and 
collecting skills of local man John Bowes and his French wife Joséphine, who, in the mid-
1850’s decided to introduce the world of the arts to the people of Barnard Castle and its 
surrounds by building a museum. The foundation stone was laid in 1869 and the museum 
finally opened in 1892, sadly after both John and Joséphine had died.  
 
On arrival everyone was free to ‘do their own thing’. For many of us this meant a restorative 
cup of coffee at the cafe before embarking on the mammoth task of touring the museum. 
Given its size it was very difficult to do it justice! Everyone had their favourite galleries: the 
highlights for me were the Fashion and Textile Gallery and the John and Joséphine Gallery. 
A few members were able to take advantage of an hour-long ‘whistle-stop’ guided tour of the 
Museum. I’m sure all of us were grateful that there were many seats and benches in nearly 
every gallery. 
 

Lego was much in evidence all around the museum so we 
took the opportunity of recording our visit on a Lego visitor’s 
board.  
 
In common with some other members, Chris and I also 
strolled the short distance into the Barnard Castle where we 
had a pleasant lunch in one of the many cafes. Nearing 

exhaustion after another foray round the museum, we were pleased to discover that Barnard 
Castle Bowls Club has a delightful green in the grounds of the museum so spent a little time 
watching a match before I had to return to the coach to count everyone in. 
 
Many thanks to all the members who supported this enjoyable visit and who expressed their 
appreciation. Thanks also to our cheerful and friendly coach driver Lewie who got us to and 
from the museum exactly on time.      Now to plan for next year! 
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We are two linguists from the University of Paderborn in Germany and 
the University of Zurich in Switzerland and are working on a research 
project on the English spoken in Hexham and its close surrounding 
areas. As much of the current focus in language research is on cities, 
the more rural areas of the UK are often left aside. It is the aim of this 
study to change this. 
 

For the project we are looking for participants to help us out. We are looking for people who 
are 18+, grew up in Hexham and still live there (and have not lived away for long). All you 
would have to do is record a short text on your phone and provide some basic background 
information on yourself. 
 
Everything is anonymous and your data will be treated absolutely confidentially 
 
If you are interested in helping us investigate the way people speak in Hexham or have 
some questions about the study, please contact me at mirjam.schmalz@es.uzh.ch 
 
 

Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership are looking forward to a 
rather important anniversary in July 2020.  In July 1940, many 
children, teachers and some mothers were evacuated from Wallsend 
to the communities of Brampton, Haltwhistle and Haydon Bridge. 
TVCRP will be working with Wallsend Local History Society to explore 

ways in which we might mark this anniversary.  Did any members of your family host an 
evacuee?   Have stories been passed down to you as to what it was like to welcome an 
evacuee into the community?  We would like to hear from you.  We have a short form for 
collecting such memories, email us at ww2evacs@tvcrp.org.uk and we will send it to you.  
Earlier in the summer we welcomed Barry who was evacuated from Wallsend to Haltwhistle 
when he was four. We really enjoyed hearing his fond memories of the area, and we look 
forward to hearing lots more! 
 
Members not on email can contact the Editor (details above) 
 
 

Every now and then, the Society is approached by other organisations 
in search of a speaker.   Whilst several members of the committee are 
happy to talk about their specific research interests, there is often a 
marked silence in response for speakers about the general history of 
Hexham.   I, on the other hand, have always regarded myself as a 
generalist.   Which is how, some years ago, I found myself giving a 

talk entitled “A history of Hexham in 6 controversies and a big stink!” to a residents group in 
Gilesgate.    I have now given that talk at least four times, to audiences ranging from 
residential homes to U3A and have finally managed to create an accompanying slide show!     
Recently, I also found myself addressing Hexham Photographic Society on the subject of the 
early photographers of Hexham.   On this subject I would have been winging it even more 
than with the general history but, I’m very grateful to say, Jennifer Britton rode to the rescue.    
(Jennifer will be writing an article on the subject for next year’s Hexham Historian and I, for 
one, look forward to reading it!)     Meanwhile, the talk prepared for this year’s Forum Film 
Festival remains undelivered, due to technical problems on the day.   However, it may well 
find voice as the festival is due to be repeated next year 
 
I would like to emphasize, however, that none of the above should be regarded as my 
looking for future speaking engagements! 
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 “Invisible Lives” is a recent addition to the world of podcasting, telling 
true stories from Britain’s rich history that are rarely heard. I’ve 
enjoyed a lifelong enthusiasm for local history, digging out curious 
legends about shadowy characters and extraordinary events. Now I’m 
keen to share that interest with on-line listeners in this not-for-profit 

venture. I’d like to enlist the support of people like you. Have you a story you’d like to share 
in one of the featured segments? 
  
To understand the nature of the initiative, I’d recommend you take a listen to an episode. I’ve 
recently published a couple of pieces about an artist who lived locally to me, called Doris 
Hatt. She was highly gifted and, as you will hear, lived a colourful life which has rarely been 
shared outside of Somerset. Yet I believe it’s an example of a fascinating tale that reveals a 
slice of rich history. In one segment I unfold the narrative in a series of short chapters. It’s 
around 13 minutes long. And in the second there’s a research interview with one of the main 
sources featured in the story. This second segment is intended for those who wish to delve 
more deeply in to the details. I hope you will enjoy the segments and that they may inspire 
you to nominate your own story for consideration. If so, please drop me a note and I can 
send a more detailed briefing about what I am searching for. And please do pass this email 
on if you think others may be interested in listening and participating. 
  
I hope I have piqued your interest. You can hear the stories either through the podcast 
module on iPads, searching for my name or “Invisible Lives.” If you don’t have access to 
iTunes you can listen by clicking on the link http://www.buzzsprout.com/330380 
  . 
 

Through our Facebook Page, we learned of a 
wonderful book entitled War time recipes.   
Compiled in aid of the funds of the Hexham 
Group Hospital supply depot, it contains such 
gems as Mrs Barker of Underwood’s Pieping 

Pudding and Miss Blevin’s Mock Crab.   Mrs Symm of Shandon 
offered her own variation on a Hot dog which involved cutting a hole in 
a potato and inserting a sausage, before baking, whilst the 
presumably much-travelled Miss Weir provided the recipe for Carrot 
Salad (A Hungarian Recipe)!    The booklet also provided useful 
Household Hints from How to clean the bath to War-time Teamaking; 
but just why would one want to know how To Preserve Beech 
Leaves? 
 
 

A website designed to give visitors an advance look inside public 
venues has launched a 21st Century Domesday Survey of Britain’s 
public attractions. 
 
See Around Britain is fully multilingual (over 60 languages can be 
used) and uses GPS and a comprehensive use of photos to show 

how to find a venue and discover its attractions and facilities inside, to enable the user to 
check out if it is suitable for their interests or needs, including families with young children, 
older citizens, or individuals with a wide range of impairments.   It covers a vast range of 
venues and public places used in everyday life such as post offices or local shops, and 
transport provision, and a huge number of heritage sites, including parish churches, 
gardens, nature reserves and historic houses. 
 
See Around Britain is a registered disabled-run UK charity, which began with over 500,000 
photos taken with no public funding by its founder trustee, Marg McNiel, who has spent a 
lifetime in community and heritage education, travelling throughout Europe and the British 
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Isles.  Born with a mobility impairment and now an ME sufferer, he has joined forces with 
fellow trustees Vin West MBE and Trevor Palmer BEM to make the app available to be 
downloaded free from the Apple and Android Stores.  All 3 trustees are pensioners. 
The 21st-Century Domesday Survey will take it to the next level to increase its coverage 
further and invite online volunteers of all ages and interests using their smartphones or 
cameras to visit every kind of venue in their local area and village, to add to our website.  
The venue owners that they visit will get an awareness of the varied needs of disabled 
people, and how to best meet them. 
 
The Survey also has Online volunteering opportunities in writing venue descriptions for the 
large backlog of photos waiting to be uploaded, social media to raise its profile, and admin 
and editorial support. 
 
Volunteers can join and get online tutorials, and also submit their Survey photos and videos, 
at the bottom of the website About Us page at https://seearoundbritain.com/about-us  and for 
more information please contact support@seearoundbritain.com 
 
 

Schultz, Jenna M National identity and the 
Anglo-Scottish Borderlands, 1552-1652 
(Boydell, 2019), xvii + 326pp, 4 maps, 1 figure, 
ISBN 978 1 78327 397 3, £70  The book is available 
to HLHS members at the discounted price of £35 plus £3.70 

postage if ordered via www.boydellandbrewer.com using the code BB150, or by phone 
to the distributor Wiley on 01243 843291, using the same code. 
 
When James VI of Scotland became James I of England in 1603 he 
wished to end centuries of violence  along  the  troubled  border,  and  
to  turn  the  counties  on  either  side  of  the  frontier,  including 
Northumberland, into the ‘Middle Shires’ of a united Great Britain. The 
intention of this book is to examine efforts over subsequent decades to dismantle the border, 
in the context of earlier decades of banditry, and the author has accordingly made extensive 
use of state papers in both England and Scotland. She contends that divisions and vested 
interests on each side ran too deep for the King’s aspirations to be achieved throughout her 
period of study through to the middle of the seventeenth century. In some ways the 
obstacles faced along the border are reminiscent of concerns expressed during the Cold 
War that the interests of the ‘military-industrial complexes’ of the USSR and the USA sought 
to block the progress of détente between East and West, whatever the intentions of national 
leaders.  It is an important topic, and timely too, given the recent re-emergence of questions 
of national identity and constitutional arrangements which potentially affect a border not very 
far to the north of Hexham.  
 
Importantly and timely – but not new. The fate of the Anglo-Scottish borderlands in the wake 
of the union of the crowns in 1603 has been explored before, and similar conclusions drawn, 
most notably in Watt’s From Border to Middle Shire: Northumberland 1586-1625, (1975), 
and Maureen Meikle’s A British Frontier?: Lairds and Gentlemen in the Eastern Borders, 
1540-1603, (2004). Although the geographic scope of this new work is much broader, and 
the stated period of coverage much longer, unfortunately it adds nothing. This wouldn’t 
matter if earlier conclusions were substantiated here with wider cogent analysis drawn 
together from the length of the border, or supported with new insights into underlying causes 
and trends over longer periods of time. They are not.  
 
Much of the content of the book is focused on facts and events. Although the author is, 
rightly, at pains to point out that those with an interest in preserving their status –and 
budgets - as border officials cannot always be relied upon as objective reporters of divisive 
violence, theft, raids and the motivations of other officials, those reports, drawn from the 
various compilations of border and state papers, appear still to have been taken largely at 
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face value. This gives us a litany of skirmishes, lists of border officials, and descriptions of 
border towers not so far removed from the reivers’ tales chronicled since Scott’s time as the 
author claims.  For a work that is primarily interested in how political change was resisted 
after 1603, a great deal of space is devoted to the minutiae of events in earlier decades, but 
perhaps that follows because it was the period covered in greatest depth by the border 
papers. For a work that claims to explore questions of national identity in this important area 
and time, which are very good questions, there is very little on the context of border society 
and consequently whether increased ‘national identity’ was anything more than a desire for 
strictly local control dressed up in language designed to appeal to Edinburgh or London. For 
a work interested in border lawlessness, and how this changed through time, there is next to 
nothing on underlying population trends, economic structure, change and prosperity – or its 
absence. There is much on the superstructure of administration and the courts, but not the 
lands and people they stood over. Recent published research by Greenhall on cross-border 
trade, for example, some of which is mentioned in the bibliography, shows how trade 
flourished during James VI/I’s customs union between 1604-11, but that is not recognised 
here other than the unsubstantiated assertion that ‘no-one wanted a full commercial union’.  
 
It hardly matters to the argument of the work that Berwick is actually not ‘due south of 
Edinburgh’ but this is the kind of unfortunate factual error that leaves a concern over wider 
questions of accuracy. But more broadly this book leaves a sense of regret over wider 
perspectives left untaken and opportunities missed in examining a fascinating period of 
change in our region 
 
 

Brandon, David & Brooke, Alan The railway 
haters: opposition to railways from the 19th to 
21st centuries (Pen & Sword, 2019)  ISBN 
9781526700209  £22.50  
 

Despite the title, this is a good read for railway lovers. It is subtitled 
‘opposition to railways from the 19th to 21st centuries’; however, within 
this broad remit it covers a wide selection of issues linked to the 
development of the railways. It sets out to explore the ways in which 
influential landowners manipulated the routes of the emerging rail 
networks for their own advantage. This narrative is then extended to 
consider how opposition to the railways has developed until the present 
day. 
 
It is unclear whether this intends to be a popular history book or a more scholarly work. 
There are some endnotes, but many quotations and statements are unsupported by sources 
and I am unsure what criteria were used to decide when, and when not, to reference. 
However, the authors’ enthusiasm for railways bursts out throughout the prose.  It is 
undoubtedly a book that draws together many diverse sources and the authors have 
undertaken a vast amount of research and it has been a complex undertaking to weave the 
strands together.  
 
Whenever I read a book that has a country-wide reach, I always look first to see how the 
North East has been portrayed. The index makes no reference to Newcastle nor Durham 
nor, indeed, Hexham; however, there is a section that considers the North East of England 
and in particular the development of the Stockton and Darlington Railway and the Newcastle 
and Berwick Railway- although it is very short. 
 
The illustrations are a particular high point of the book and these include Punch cartoons, 
snippets from newspapers, photographs, paintings and etchings. However (and this is a 
general observation for many popular history books) too many are simply credited to 
‘author’s collection’ without any indication of the original source. If, as the authors hope, this 
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book stimulates further research, efforts of future historians may be slowed down by the 
need to re-locate the sources. 
 
The chapters are broadly chronological, and the story begins circa 1830 and ends with 
discussion of the opposition to HS2. Along the way, there are diversions into several 
fascinating sidings including an overview of the depiction of railways in popular culture and 
the responses of artists, novelists and poets. There is also an entertaining section discussing 
travel guides for nervous passengers embarking on one of the new-fangled contraptions 
offering comforting advice such as: ‘Get as far from the engine as possible. Should an 
explosion take place you may happily get off with the loss of an arm or leg.’ Indeed, the 
response of the general public to railways and the depiction of the ways in which they 
seeped into so many aspects of national life is a strength of the book - perhaps more 
interesting than the opposition of the landed gentry to the disruption to their pheasant shoots 
and carriage drives. 
 
   

 Armstrong, Craig   South-East Northumberland 
at war, 1939-45 (Pen & Sword, 2019) ISBN 
9781473867460  £14.99 

 
A companion title to Brian Tilley’s Tynedale at war, 1939-45 published in 
2017.   Dr Craig Armstrong is an experienced historian and, indeed, 
lectures in history at Newcastle University so the text can be assumed 
to be an accurate depiction of life in industrial Northumberland during 
WW2 
 
 
 
 

As members will know, there is much debate over the site of the 1484 
Battle of Hexham and its subsequent myth of the Queen’s Cave.   
However, at least the battle did take place.    The Battle of Ponteland, 
on the other hand…. 
 
During the reign of English King Henry III (1216-1272), relations with 

the Scots were fairly cordial – Henry effectively enjoying overlordship of his counterpart, 
Alexander II. Things occasionally got a bit frisky, though, one such episode being a fall-out 
between the two monarchs in the 1240s. The Scots, it seems, were casting their eyes over 
the northern counties with a view to reclaiming the large tracts of land which they had 
previously occupied during 1139-57 – all of this fuelled, apparently, by some traitorist 
muckraking by one Walter Bisset. 
 
Whatever the cause of the tension, King Henry decided that a show of strength was required 
and marched north in the summer of 1244 to Newcastle, and thence to Ponteland, where the 
action was expected to begin.  Alexander was waiting for him there at the head of a large 
army and everyone held their breath. Instead of fighting, however, “a treaty of peace was 
concluded between them, on the vigil of the Assumption [sometime in August], chiefly at the 
instance of the Archbishop of York and of other nobles.”  A royal marriage was subsequently 
arranged, thus ensuring the peace – at least for a while. 
 
The Treaty of Ponteland is supposed to have been signed at the spot now occupied by The 
Blackbird Inn, where a fortification of sorts is known to have existed. 
 
Taken from www.northeasthistorytour.blogspot.com 
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