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Welcome to our autumn newsletter. At the time of our last issue, in 
May, the optimistic amongst us hoped we would be back to our normal 
programme of talks by now. Unfortunately, however, it remains 
impossible for us to say when we can safely do so, especially as we 

move towards the winter. However, we hope that you have enjoyed this year’s edition of 
Hexham Historian, and your copy of the new edition of A Walk Back in Time, sent by way of 
thanks for your continued support to the society in this disrupted year. Based on feedback 
we’ve received it seems that many of you have been enjoying the monthly picture quiz and 
Mark Benjamin’s digital jigsaws of historic views of Hexham, drawn from the increasing 
number of Colin Dallison’s slides of old Hexham that he and Pete Lee are adding to our 
website. Thanks to the many members who joined us for the experimental online talk about 
Hexhamshire using Zoom in September. Given the positive reaction to this, we are now 
planning others, as you will see elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 
You’ll see from the papers for the AGM which accompany this newsletter that I am stepping 
down from the post of chair of the Society and from the committee. I have spent just short of 
thirteen years as treasurer and then chair, which feels like plenty. We have a talented and 
enthusiastic committee and I am delighted that Mark Runnacles-Goodridge has agreed to be 
proposed to the AGM as our new chair. Mark has done a great job mobilising and taking 
care of our social media presence in recent years, attracting a great deal of interest for the 
stream of Hexham pictures appearing on Facebook. I am sure he will do an excellent job in 
his new role. I intend to remain an active member of our thriving society of nearly 300 
members, and will stay a member of the Hexham Historian editorial board as proposed to 
the AGM. 
 

Following the successful trial mentioned by Greg, the October talk, 
The Criminal Corpse in Pieces, will be the first scheduled talk to be 
given on-line via Zoom.   We are happy to say that Max Adams’ talk 
The Last Kingdom, will be broadcast via Zoom as scheduled, at 

7.30pm on Tuesday 10th November  Put it in your diaries now!     
 
If you are not familiar with Zoom, help is at hand.  Follow this link for details on how to join 
https://www.hexhamhistorian.org/activities/zoom-instructions/ and, if you’re really stuck,  
contact the Society and we’ll talk you through it.    If you don’t receive HLHS 
announcements via email, you’ll need to let us know so that we can send you the 
Zoom login details 
 

Northumberland has a rich inheritance of archival records. A Trust 
has recently been established to raise funds to assist their 
acquisition, preservation and maintenance and to improve access to 
them.   Immediate aims include speeding up their cataloguing and 
digitisation; and raising their profile to enable them to be used in 

education and communities throughout the county.  The County Council’s responsibilities for 
the Archives Service will continue but the Trust will help the Service access sources of 
funding and support not currently available to it.   
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 Members of the HLHS will already be aware of the value of archives.  The Trust is now 
looking for volunteers from across the county to help in their work.  Because the Trust is still 
in its infancy, it’s difficult to be very specific about everything that will be needed, but we are 
particularly seeking someone willing to act as Secretary to the Trust, i.e. to handle 
correspondence, respond to emails and ensure we keep in regular touch as required with 
the Charity Commission. This person would ideally be willing to join the Trust Board. 
 
Other tasks likely to require help in future include: 

 Preparing applications for grants for specific projects; 
 Organising supporters and volunteers to help in the Archive Centres at Woodhorn 

and Berwick; 
 Developing and managing a Friends Group, an events programme and an occasional 

newsletter; 
 Developing and managing a website, communications (including social media) and 

marketing, etc.. 
  
As regards the extent of the commitment, this will depend on the interests, skills and time 
each person concerned can offer.   If you are interested in helping in any of these ways, 
please email: Sue Shaw (Trustee) - suecochraneshaw@gmail.com    
 
 

Thanks to Gary Bishop, we’ve identified the mysterious private club 
mentioned in the last Newsletter as The Farmers’ Club, situated in 
the room above what is now FK&B at No 42 Priestpopple.    Does 
anyone have any memories of this club?   We’d be very interested to 

hear or read them. 
 
Does anyone have any original photos of the Hexham-Allendale railway line? Of particular 
interest are any of the bridge under the old A69 between Warden and Coastley and a 
suspected Halt nearby.   If you do, member Chris Hayward would love to hear from you.    
Chris can be contacted by email at chipperhay@gmail.com or via the Editor. 
 
Derek Johnstone is looking for some help to reunite a letter and photo (1918) from the First 
World War with a family with Hexham connections.  The letter and photo were sent to a 
family in Nottinghamshire thanking them for some socks which had been sent by Sergeant 
Ernest Dodd in France.   Ernest was born at Hallington in 1892 and died in 1955 at The 
Green, Wall, Hexham.  At this time he has not been able to establish children from Ernest’s 
marriage to Sarah Ethel Armstrong in 1930.    Derek can be contacted by email at 
dek.johnstone@btinternet.com or via the Editor. 
 
Alan Watts asks: Can anyone think of a statue of a rearing horse inside or outside a 
church in the greater Hexham/Corbridge area?   It's likely to date from the mid/late 19th to 
early 20th century, possibly but not necessarily commemorating someone with the name 
Dunn/Dunne.    If this rings any bells, please contact Alan via the Editor. 
 

Sadly somewhat too late for inclusion in HH9, our special edition of 
Hexham Historian commemorating its 400 year anniversary, a hand-
written translation of the Royal Charter establishing Hexham Grammar 
School (or, to give it its full name, The Grammar School of Queen 
Elizabeth in Hexham) in 1599 has recently surfaced.   The translation 
was undertaken by a Mr Jordan.   Subsequent investigations have 

established that this was Eric D Jordan, history teacher at QEGS from 1955, retiring as Head 
of Classics in 1977.    The Charter has now been transcribed and added to the Members’ 
Library for anyone who feels strong enough to tackle the text as written by the Tudor lawyers 
and bureaucrats! 
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Having exhausted the obvious genealogical sources, the big family 
history websites constantly seek to outdo their rivals by digitising more 
“obscure” sources. Increasingly, they are turning to records that used 
to be the preserve of local historians.  In the last few years material as 
diverse as Paterson’s 1808 Book of Roads, the TNA collection of Tithe 
Maps and Awards and the Land Tax Redemption returns of 1798 have 

appeared. The latest arrival on FindMyPast.com (FMP) is a selection of documents from the 
1717 Forfeited Roman Catholic Estates records in the National Archives (parts of class FEC 
1). These contain a lot of valuable information about people and places in Northumberland.  
Normally accessible through public libraries, in the current circumstances, the FMP licence 
has been temporarily expanded to allow access from home but you will need to email 
mylibrary@northumberland.gov.uk with your library membership number, and they will email 
you the logon details. 
 
The Forfeited Estates Commission 
Following the 1715 Jacobite Rising, Parliament passed two Acts in 1716. The first act stated 
that anyone convicted of High Treason before 1 June 1716, whatever their religion, was to 
be stripped of their estates, which would be disposed of by a 'Commission to Enquire into 
the Estates of Certain Traitors and Popish Recusants'. Although in theory aimed at all 
traitors regardless of religion, the Commission generally focused on Catholic estates. The 
second Act was specifically aimed at Catholics, ordering all Catholic landowners to register 
their entire estates and incomes. They would then be assessed for contributions to pay for 
the costs that their supposed treachery had caused the Government. There was no 
suggestion that the Anglican Jacobites should make any contribution from their estates, and 
the Act did not exclude Catholics who had stayed out of the rebellion or even supported the 
Government.  The Indemnity Act of July 1717 pardoned all those who had taken part in the 
rising, except the leaders, some of whom, such as James Radcliffe, were executed and 
others had their estates confiscated.  You can read about this at 
www.northumbrianjacobites.org.uk, or http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C122  
Another useful source is Hodgson, JC. (1918) The Register of the Estates of Roman 
Catholics in Northumberland Surtees. Society Publications, Vol 131. 
.. 
The Documents 
FEC 1 is a large collection of deeds and other documents produced for the Commissioners 
of the Forfeited. They are arranged for the most part under the names of the attainted 
persons, by County.  
 
FMP has digitized 211 pieces from the FEC 1 series covering the Forfeited Estates 
Commission, abstracts of estates of Popish recusants. 

Abstracts of estates usually incorporate alphabetical lists of convicted recusants registered 
in the various counties and some towns, in England and Wales. The returns include those 
estates which were described in the register, but for which no valuation was given. 

There is a huge amount of additional material in the TNA class FEC 1 relating to people in 
Northumberland, particularly the more prominent Jacobite families in the county: Radcliffe, 
Widdrington, Swinburne, Sanderson, Forster, Errington, Collingwood, Shaftoe, Thornton and 
Gibson.  The TNA catalogue of this class can be searched online at 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C7289   

Classes FEC 1/1228-1232  cover Northumberland. Here is what you will find in them: 
 
1228 – Itemisation of properties, tenants and rents:  “County of Northumberland. 
 Names of popish Recusants convict & Papists who have Registered their Estates” 
1229 – Names of convicted papists, listed by place: “Northumberland. Persons convicted 
of Recusancy” 
1230 – Surveys of property: “Northumberland. Register of Papists Estates, 1717” 
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1231 – List of Roman Catholics who registered their estates:  “List of papists who 
 have registered their real estates” in Northumberland. 
1232 – List of Recusants in Northumberland and their place of residence (mainly 
 “papists” but this list also includes a few quakers), submitted to the Quarter 
 Sessions at Morpeth, 11 Jan, 2 Geo I (1715). Carried out in response to the 
           Security of the  Sovereign Act, 1714  - Under the threat of insurrection from Stuart 
 sympathisers,  this Act required that Catholics should appear before His Majesty’s 
 court and publicly swear an oath of allegiance to him and to the Church of England.
 The Vatican encouraged Catholics to take the oath. 
 

         
Much of the historic activity on Alston Moor had an impact on the Tyne 
Valley, so we are happy to give Alastair this opportunity to publicise the 
activities of our fellow LHS. 
 
Alston Moor Historical Society has been in existence for almost 50 
years, and, although it is mainly concerned with the past, an eye has to 

be kept on the present and the future. An important step forward is being taken with the 
creation of an on-line catalogue of items in the Society’s Archives. For its size the Society 
has a large Archive, safely housed and accessible in Alston Town Hall. In, what is for us, a 
revolutionary move, this on-line catalogue enables researchers from far and near to plan 
their visit knowing exactly what we have that’s of interest to them. And even a look at the 
catalogue, an inquisitive browse through the catalogue, is entertaining and informative in 
itself. The amount of material and the variety of material that has been assembled over the 
years illustrates what a fascinating place Alston Moor is. 
 
Some items in the collection have also been digitised and can be viewed from the on-line 
catalogue. For example there’s a collection of newspaper cuttings, which is continually being 
added to. Today’s news is tomorrow’s history (or tomorrow’s chip wrapper). Our large 
collection of photos has been digitised and we intend to make it available to view online at 
some point. 
 
At present, during the corona virus epidemic, there are a lot of items in the Archive in the 
Town Hall waiting until we can get into the building again. And the job will never be finished! 
 
Do take a look at the virtual Archive and then, one day, come and see the real thing.   
https://alstonmoorhistoricalsociety.org.uk/cat/homepage.php  
 
 

When this watercolour painting was posted on a local Facebook page, 
it sparked quite a controversy, especially when shared with our own 

Facebook 
page.   My 
initial thoughts 

were that it could depict either a) the 
north side of the Market Place, with 
Hallstile Bank sloping down to the 
right and the women at the old pant 
or b) the north side of Priestpopple, 
prior to the building of the Royal 
Hotel, looking north east.    
 
However, further investigation 
uncovered that it was by the artist 
John Wykeham Archer   and bore the 
title “Old House in Gilesgate, 1854”.   
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Like the photo of similar houses in our publication Two gentleman photographers, it proved 
hard to place.  It was only when a sketch by Charles Clement Hodges, clearly of the same 
houses in the painting. with an identical label, appeared that it was clear that the painting 
was correctly labelled.   But where on Gilesgate?   They were not the same houses as 
depicted in Two gentlemen photograhers.    
 
One theory is that they are the buildings demolished to make way for Henry Bell’s Wool 
Warehouse, later the swimming pool, there was a pant outside what is now Bouchon.  
However, leaves a rather unconvincing depiction of Hadrian House – there is no evidence 
that it ever had shops on the ground floor and the windows are wrong. 
 
An alternative theory, and one that I prefer, is that the site was on the level ground at the 
bottom of Gilesgate, opposite Holy Island House.  The old houses depicted being 
demolished to make way for Circle Place and the red-brick building being the one that 
housed Turnbull’s shop until 1999 and now completely residential.   The fact that the painting 
shows the road apparently sloping away in the distance, rather than rising steeply as it 
should is confusing. Alnwick Castle, the owner of the painting, tell me that Archer, having 
been commissioned by the Duke to record his estates, was usually very reliable but I have to 
put this down to artistic licence; Archer wanting a more pleasing perspective in his 
composition.   Artists – eh! 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All is well in the modern 17th Century Hexham where a few Idle 
Sparks are still living next to those Two Gentlemen.. It is worth Finding 
Out from Canon Savage who we assume knew of the  wrongs of 
people who visited  The Heart of all England pub, as well as I believe 
spending most of his time in Hexham Abbey...... Of course Hexham 
1854-1939 was not a place to cause a Riot after a strong sermon but 
a Dirty Old Town improving day by day of which he played his part in. 

It seemed that he was just one of those Hexham Lives on that Hexham Heritage historical 
Timeline who spent a great deal of time supporting his flock and laying them rest in Hexham 
Cemetery. As the current situation will be recorded in Hexham Historian No 130, those who 
survived the Lockdown recorded in their own Black Book, of their lives of the good, the bad 
and the ugly. 
 
All the publications mentioned are available to purchase through our Book Shop or from 
Cogito’s Books in town. 
 
A challenge!   Can anyone else compose a better story including all of our titles?  
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Humshaugh has a small collection of village 
archives and, amongst these, is a document 
outlining a history of the village.   The document is 
undated, nor does it give the author’s name.   
Nevertheless, many hours of research have gone 

into the work.   Clues in the text point to it having been written around 
1959-60. 
 
A group of amateur historians in the village felt that it was worthy of 
publication.  Many avenues of enquiry were followed to try to identify the 
author, but in vain.   We have published the original script, adding only 
photographs, maps and illustrations to complement the text, and a final paragraph, entitled 
Post War Humshaugh, to bring the story up to date. 
 
Copies of Humshaugh: a history are available from the village shop or by post (for £7 inc 
p&p) by contacting Humshaugh Publications c/o Chrisharding7767@gmail.com  
 

 
Moss, John  A history of English placenames 
and where they came from (Pen & Sword, 
2020)   ISBN 978 1 52672 284 3    £25 
 
The publication of yet another book on English 

placenames always presents a challenge to a reviewer. There are so 
many books of varying size and quality.  
 
So much intensive work has been done by reputable scholars on this 
subject that it is borrowed and rejigged. A particular market is local 
names, which makes access cheaper and more relevant to a specific 
audience.  It is unusual to find a book which attempts to find coverage 
as wide as England. In our own area of Northumbria, with its long tradition of scholarship. 
where we have people like A Mawer, E Ekwall, and more recently, Victor Watts, covering our 
area, what more can be said?    
 
Mr Moss’ book has involved him in a considerable amount of work: a glossary of terms, the 
major sources of our language, a short chapter on landowners and tenantry, common place-
name elements, useful maps are all there before the work on regions begins. The history of 
the origin of place-names is already well known, so how to present it?  Mr Moss chooses to 
split England into regions, beginning with the north-east. I think that readers initially will 
check on their own regions, and then go beyond.  
 
The choice of names is bound to be arbitrary, so the North includes the Cheviot hills (with no 
satisfactory meaning), Corbridge, Craster, Darlington, Durham, Felling, Gateshead , 
Giggleswick, Harbottle, llkley, Ingram, Ovington. You may check these with Victor Watt’s 
exhaustive work if you wish, but as that is very expensive at £200, you may have to use a 
library. 
 
The next section is on the North West, with examples from Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside and Sefton. Again, the choice of places has to be 
arbitrary.   On we go to the West Midlands, East Midlands, East Anglia, the Home Counties, 
the South West and South East. The Greater London boroughs and townships have a 
chapter to themselves.   The British Isles – Channel, Man, Wight and Scilly conclude the 
survey.  
 
Mr Moss then chooses a section that will probably appeal more to the general reader: Novel 
and Unusual Placenames which he writes with a smile: Idle, Huish Champflower, Great 
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Snoring, Great Heck, Compton Pouncefoot, Crackpot, Scratchy Bottom, Blubberhouses and 
Beer, for example. 
 
An extensive biblography, oddly omits the Oxford and Cambridge dictionaries of 
Placenames, which are prime sources for researchers. 
 
The author’s background is in Art and Design, and it is admirable that he is pursuing this 
interest, with an accessible and reasonably-priced book that is going to interest more people 
in this intriguing subject. 
 

 
Higgs, Michelle.   Tracing your ancestors in 
lunatic asylums (Pen & Sword, 2019)  ISBN  
9781526744852  £14.99 
 
The Pen and Sword Guides for Family Historians 

are a fantastic, and accessible, resource for anyone interested in a 
readable and well researched overview of the discrete areas each title 
covers. There are over 50 volumes to date, ranging from tracing criminal 
forebears, soldiers, and other ancestors in different occupations. This 
recent volume covers a sensitive subject; what used to be termed 
Lunatic Asylums, and which would now be termed psychiatric hospitals. 
 
It is not unusual, when tracing family history, to find a census entry for a relative recorded 
not at home, but rather in a long list of inmates in an institution. It may have been the case 
that the person was not suffering from what we would understand today as mental health 
problems - they may have simply been inconvenient and sent away, or had a learning 
disability, or even epilepsy. This book is designed to add more colour and detail to a simple 
name in a list. 
 
However, this book is not a straightforward ‘how to’ guide - if you picked it up hoping to find a 
step by step guide to archives and records then you would be disappointed. If this is the 
main reason for buying the book, then you should turn to the later, much shorter, section of 
the book (chapter 10 and the appendices) which provides a guide to sources and archives. 
This practical section is a useful starting point for anyone who has found a relative detained 
in a workhouse or an asylum, although is not a beginner’s guide to genealogy and assumes 
some knowledge. Most of the chapters contain a short history of the development of the 
institutions set up to care for, and contain, those who Society deemed mad or, in the case of 
‘Criminal Lunatics’- mad and bad. There is a very helpful appendix of terminology to help 
navigate the, to modern eyes, shocking language used in the records and a list of websites 
and books to further investigate. 
 
The narrative discusses the treatment of those termed lunatics (or ‘idiots and imbeciles’) 
from the eighteenth century until the founding of the NHS in 1948. It touches upon the 
legislative framework under which they operated and the regimes within the walls of 
institutions. The most detailed section deals with the nineteenth century, when records were 
more numerous. It includes detail about regimes and diet, therapies and treatments, and is 
interspersed by short vignettes of some of the patients. As with all Pen and Sword books, 
there are many carefully chosen images, including views of the asylums, photographs of 
patients and staff; and some ephemera. 
 
I am always keen to see whether history books mention the North East  (and often find it 
missing). However, this book passes the test: Newcastle Asylum is mentioned in a section 
dealing with improvements in care. This Asylum founded on 1767 had, by 1817, treated 402 
patients of whom 158 were recorded as cured. The difference between prison and hospital is 
difficult to discern in the description: in 1824 the new superintendent found six patients 
‘chained down in their melancholy cells’. However, by 1827, conditions had improved 
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beyond measure and ’even the paupers are accommodated with warm, clean, separate 
beds.’ This development was, no doubt, a reflection of the philosophy of the man in charge, 
Dr Smith. 
 
The book is an interesting read, even if you have not found a personal connection to an 
individual in one of the institutions set up to deal with the mentally ill. Moreover, the narrative 
encourages further investigation of this fascinating area of ‘medical care’ for mental illness 
which is, thankfully, a relic of the past. 
 

 
Raymond, Stuart A. Tracing your poor 
ancestors: a guide for family historians (Pen & 
Sword, 2020) ISBN 978 1 52674 293 3  £14.99 
 
Stuart Raymond has written a most useful work of 

reference for family historians who wish to delve into the stories of their 
ancestors who, for one reason or another, fell on hard times financially. 
 
It begins with an overview of the ‘history of the poor’, outlining how they 
were treated from Elizabethan times until the rise of the Welfare State in 
the 20th century. This is followed by detailed considerations of the 
complexities of the Old and New Poor Laws explaining the processes 
involved in their treatment of the poor. Vagrancy, the work of the criminal courts, charities 
and the treatment of debtors are also explained in detail. Each chapter is packed with so 
much information that I found I had to read some more than once in order to absorb all the 
detail. 
 
Throughout the book the emphasis is not only on explaining the various ‘systems’ but on the 
varied sources of information open to the researcher, not only in terms of further reading 
(books and userguides) but also the vast amount of information now searchable on the 
internet. Attention is drawn and links given not only to the major family history sites, but also 
to many lesser-known fascinating online sources of information. Given the vast quantities of 
data currently being added to online sources, it’s to be hoped that the book is frequently 
updated! 
 
It is also available as an e-book where it is simple to ‘click on the link’ to be taken to the 
relevant dataset. However this is more difficult with the printed word, and some links to 
specific sets in FindmyPast run to four lines! It might have been simpler in such cases to 
direct the reader towards the relevant dataset by means of indexing within FMP. 
 
Little mention is made in the book to the vast amount of material which can be found by 
searching the catalogue on Family Search, freely viewable at home by registered users. For 
instance I found that many of the Board of Guardian records for the former County of 
Middlesex and for Norfolk are viewable online, although sadly, not those for Northumberland!  
Possibly these haven’t been mentioned in the book because they cannot be searched by 
name but must be browsed page by page? 
 
However these are minor niggles, I found this book very informative and have no doubt it will 
make a useful addition to the reference books on my bookshelves. 
 

***************************** 
Would you like to join our panel of reviewers?    We currently have a copy of Jacobite folly 
and dilemma, edited by Francis J Morgan-Grant, awaiting a reviewer.   Published by The 
Fifteen: the Northumbrian Jacobite Society, to mark their 20th anniversary, this is a collection 
of essays on many aspects of the 1715 rebellion, with many dealing with the Northumbrian 
connections.    If you’d like to review this for the Spring Newsletter, please contact Mark 
Benjamin (details above) 
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