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Thoughts from Welcome to the Spring newsletter and my first as Chair, | look forward to
a Chair working alongside our talented committee along with our very knowledgeable

members as long as | am privileged enough to fulfil this role. | would like to
Mark take this opportunity to briefly pay tribute to Colin Dallison who sadly passed
Runnacles- away earlier this year. Colin will be remembered warmly by all of us. | will miss
Goodridge mentioning a query in passing and discovering a sheet of A4 appearing a day

or two later from Colin answering not only my query but many others | didn’t
know | had. Our condolences go out to his family and | would like to thank his friend Hugh Dixon for
kindly providing the obituary for this newsletter.

| would also like to mark the recently-announced death of Sheila Corfe, the widow of Tom Corfe, the
creator of the Hexham Historian and major contributor to the work of HLHS.

Events out of our control continue to mean that this year’s talks are still taking place online, | hope
that you will agree that the shift to Zoom has not affected their quality. It has been pleasing to see so
many familiar faces able to attend including some of our members who would not normally be able to
do so. We still plan to return to our traditional format once restrictions have been lifted and it is safe to
do so, we will endeavour to give you as much notice of this as possible.

| am pleased to reveal that work on the Society’s next occasional publication is underway. This
project, led by Liz Sobell and Andrea Cameron, will see Ann Cook, known for her book Professed
Cookery and her rivalry with Hannah Glasse, set in her proper historical context and offers us the
chance to share her recipes with you. More information on this project and details how you can get
involved if you are interested are contained later in the newsletter. Additionally, | am hoping to work
alongside Pete Lee to develop additional content for the historic areas and notable buildings section
of the website. As part of this we will be seeking to offer the wider membership a chance to
participate.

Finally, | must encourage you while we are all still stuck in lockdown to pop on to the HLHS website
and check out the photograph archive which Mark Benjamin and Pete Lee have been working hard to
expand. While you are there it is also always worth visiting the HLHS Members’ Library or taking the
opportunity to test your Hexham building knowledge.

The death of Colin Dallison on Monday 11th January 2021 at the age of
ninety closed an extraordinary period of devoted service to Hexham, in
(1930-2021) encouraging understanding of its past and enhancing its present and future.
In an unobtrusive way Colin supported several Hexham organisations,
including HLHS, which he served as Hon. Treasurer in the early 1990s and
as a member of the Editorial Board from 2010-2018. He contributed to the Hexham Historian on a
wide range of subjects as well as producing independent publications. His major contribution to local
studies, however, was his collecting and organising of historic records, news cuttings, printed
ephemera and illustrations as well as his own photographs. Having no background in historical study,
his initial, very successful aim was to enhance his own knowledge. A secondary purpose, as many
scholars can attest, was to make his material available and, in a most self-effacing way, to help the
work of others. Alongside historical references he collected people and their enthusiasms. Friends,
colleagues, after expressing a view, might receive a neat note headed ‘Possibly of interest?’ Colin
was delighted that this assistance could continue because, having given his files of information, and
vast collection of postcards and slides to be used, he knew they were being scanned and added to
the HLHS digital archive.

Colin Dallison




Colin Nigel Dallison was born in Portsmouth in 1930. His father was in the Merchant Navy and his
mother a teacher. Winning a scholarship to Portsmouth Grammar School he matched academic
achievements with athleticism as champion miler of his generation. There, too, singing in the choir, he
developed a lasting enjoyment of music. After a short spell with the Forestry Commission (he liked to
claim he had once been a lumberjack) his National Service was with the Royal Engineers with good
use made of his academic ability and practical skills. In 1951 he joined HM Customs and Excise and
remained for 39 years, working all over the UK gradually gaining promotion through friendly efficiency,
organisation and attention to detail.

Married with two young daughters, and posted to Newcastle, he settled in Hexham in 1974, first in
Low Close, Eilansgate and then in Holy Island House. His wife, Marjorie, was from Ryton but they met
when she was in Peterborough teaching English and drama. They became very active members of
the Abbey congregation, where among many involvements they first became and then trained
stewards and guides. In both Abbey and town they made a good team, always friendly and
encouraging. Marjorie was a good public speaker; Colin preferred conversational guiding and the
back-up role of providing information and writing. His successive Abbey guides set new standards,
while his two compilations (both produced in partnership) Vanishing Hexham Street and Place Names
(2001) and Hexham Remembered (2006) provide fundamental evidence for Hexham’s history. Their
happy and effective marriage was to last for fifty years until Marjorie’s death in 2017. Now Colin has
joined her. We will miss, and do well to remember, his unassuming modesty, quiet authority, kindly
generosity and ticklish sense of humour. Hexham is lucky to have been chosen for their home.

The author wishes to acknowledge Colin’s daughters, Jenny Tabori and Clare Lorimer, as well as
Colin’s friends, without whose help these notes could not have been compiled. HD

Special Offer to Colin’s family have very kindly donated many of his books to be sold as a

fundraiser for the Society. Normally, these would be made available at one of

HLHS our meetings but, obviously, this is not possible in the current circumstances!

members So, before they are offered for sale to the general public, they are available at

a 25% discount to HLHS members until 31% March 2021.  The titles are listed

on the enclosed sheets. If any are of interest, or for further information, contact Mark on

07879263848 or email bennorbooks@gmail.com

Sadly, until further notice, our monthly talks will be delivered via Zoom.
Dates for your If you receive HLHS Accouncements and Newsletter via email, you will
diary be notified in this way; if not, please contact the Editor (details above)
for the login codes prior to the talk.

Tuesday March 6", 7.30pm The ballast trade on the Tyne. A talk by Dr Peter Wright.

Tuesday April 13", 7.30pm Death at the Newcastle Savings Bank. A talk by Helen Rutherford & Dr
Clare Sandford-Crouch

Tuesday May 11™. 7.30pm Hadrian’s Wall, stone by stone. A talk by Dr Rob Collins.

Archives The Northumberland Archives have launched their online catalogue,
online The catalogue now has textual descriptions of over 400,000 records
catalogue with more being added each week. As documents are held across both

service points, entries will note their locations as either

Northumberland Archives at Woodhorn or Berwick-upon-Tweed
Record Office. Some of the entries have images appended at a low resolution which are
suitable for viewing purposes. If you would like to purchase an image, a high resolution copy
will be provided. Start your search here! https://calmview.northumberland.gov.uk/

This year, the British Association for Local History is trialling a new initiative

Discounted to offer benefit to our members through a discount scheme for BALH events.

online BALH
courses




Initially this benefit will be in the form of a discount on selected online webinars, workshops and talks,
but they will be reviewing its use over the course of the year.

To take advantage of this discount offer, you will be asked to enter our society's unique code when
booking designated events via the BALH website www.balh.org.uk The unique code for Hexham
Local History Society is F-21288A

Edwardian Can anyone put names to these men working on the Edwardian excavations
Coria at Corbridge?
(Corstopitum) Only one face is clearly visible, but did your ancestor work on the dig? If they

did, Frances Mackintosh would love to hear from you, even if they're not in the
picture.

https://crowdsourced.micropasts.org/project/corbridge-excavators or contact the Editor

Calling all For the next in our Occasional Publications series, we are considering a
volume based on Ann Cook’s Professed cookery. Ann, together with her

g°°kts:CTh?( husband Tom, ran the Black Bull (now the Ex-Servicemen’s Club) in the
B:;ak W:? first half of the 18" century, and was the bitter enemy of Hannah Glasse,

o the half-sister of Lancelot Allgood, and the author of The art of cookery
I"eVISIted! made Simp[e

Although originally published in 1754, it is the 2" edition that merits the reprint. Ann’s collection of
recipes is prefaced with a diatribe against both “The Lady” (Glasse) and “Squire Flash” (Allgood),
which makes for very entertaining reading! For further brief details of the feud, see Hexham Lives).

Ann’s recipes were intended to cater for the clientele of an 18th century inn and so they will need
some adaptation for the modern, private dining table; which is where you come in! If you'd like to try
out a recipe or two, please contact Mark for further details via the Editor contacts above.

A t | believe local history societies deserve better access to the historical

ccess 1o census ie those of 1861-1911, and of course 1921 in due course. The is

censuses digitised resource, funded by The National Archives out of taxation, has

Richard Rodger, been limited in its utility by the paywall which is operated

Professor Emeritus, | by Ancestry.com and others.

Edinburgh

University | have written an article explaining why this arrangement impairs local
historical studies, and why it should be amended. The location of the data |

have used to illustrate this argument has little to do with your area, but the
principle is the same: making the public pay twice to see public records is not acceptable.



Here is the link to the paper. There are no copyright limitations by agreement with the publisher,
Edinburgh University Press. Just click on the link.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345503693 Making the Census Count Revealing Edinbu

rgh_1760-1900
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| concede defeat! Having -~ _ ‘ fﬁ
The story of a read Part One of this saga,a = & .
House Hunt: member has been in touch - € :
Part 2 with  news of another
Mark Benjamin painting of this scene.

Taken from a very slightly

different angle, albeit slightly earlier, the building to
the south of Robert Lowes’ house is clear. It would
seem that sometime between Archer’s painting of
1854 and the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of
1863, this building was demolished and Lowes’
house extended and remodelled to create the
building now known as Hadrian House. Lowes died in poverty in 1793 and it's quite possible that he
may have sold off the ground floor as retail space before his death, or it could have happened
subsequently, it had certainly happened some time before the 1830s as the building looks fairly
dilapidated. As the OS map unusually shows what is clearly an architect’s floorplan, it can be
assumed that the remodelling was done by the Methodist congregation shortly before 1862.

The BALH Local History Matters podcastis a bi-monthly programme
. .- featuring Dr Claire Kennan in conversation with key people from the local
'a.t ion for Local history world. Podcasts feature Dr Amy Blakeway from the University of St
History Andrews, who discusses what life was like in Scotland during the 1540s;
Podcast Jessamy Carlson from The National Archives, who discusses how to use
national records to research local history and the 1921 census, and Emma
Warren who tells us all about the fascinating objects and collections held at Chertsey Museum. This
episode explores what it's like to work in a local museum and how they can help local history
researchers.

British Assoc-

The podcast is available to listen either through the BALH website or search for 'Local History
Matters' in your favourite podcast player. It is also available via Spotify and Apple Podcasts.




] Morgan-Grant, Francis J (ed) Jacobite folly and
Book Review dilemma (The Fifteen: the Northumbrian Jacobite
Liz Sobell Society, 2020) ISBN 978 0 9556989 9 6

JACOBITE FOLLY AND DILEMMA

The stated purpose of this book is to celebrate the
twentieth anniversary of the founding of the Fifteen, the Northumbrian Jacobite
Society. It is very sad to report that this book falls far below the standard set
by two decades of the society’s valuable work.

With the honourable exception of articles contributed by members, the bulk of
the book has been written by the editor, Mr F. Morgan-Grant.

Although twelve people are thanked for proofreading, the editor’s articles are littered with errors of
spelling (Philanthripist?), syntax and punctuation that render the text almost unreadable. Page 2
contains a passage of eleven lines, not a sentence, but a splurge of lists that forced this reader to go
back and try to understand the point, but the author had lost it as well.

This might have been avoided if the editor had controlled his flowery language. Take, for example,
this passage about the idea for the book: ‘It grew from a bulb of an idea and developed into what it is
now twenty years later: a bright white cockade that wafts proudly on a soft summer breeze of
awareness.” (p.ix) Elsewhere, the editor commits schoolboy errors of sentence construction: “.he
managed to escape by digging a hole in the prison wall with a cellmate.” (Ch. IX, p.69) Even putting
this aside, other aspects are deeply troubling. The balance of subject matter does not adequately
reflect the purpose of the society. The editor’'s interests seem to lie more with Scottish clan history.
His longest article is about Rob Roy.

Where some articles are relevant, they demonstrate an ignorance of the fate of the Radcliffe family
and Northumberland history in general.

In Chapter XI, the editor lists Abraham Bunting and Thomas Mouzeley as the witnesses who identified
Charles Radcliffe following his capture in 1745. He wrongly includes them among the Jacobites
transported to Virginia in 1746. Bunting was a known and active Whig supporter, and both men
returned safely to Northumberland after giving evidence. The 2012 issue of the Fifteen’s own journal
contained an account of this.

In chapter XVIII, Mr Morgan-Grant derides one Northumbrian prisoner’s description as coming from
‘Holy Island, Durham’ as a typical internet archive error. However, this was perfectly accurate:
Islandshire formed part of the County Palatine of Durham until 1844.

Although Mr Morgan-Grant criticises internet standards, he makes much use of websites himself:
where the editor's prose becomes unusually coherent, a Google search often reveals whole
paragraphs taken verbatim from unacknowledged websites. This is not research, it is plagiarism. The
bibliography provided by the editor to cover his combined articles cites no websites, and either
incompletely or inaccurately lists his printed sources.

Stephen Mullen states: “Historians have a duty to explain — without fear or favour — in a clear, concise
manner based on empirical research of verifiable sources. “ (Stephen Mullen (2016) internet forum
Sceptical Scot). Jacobite folly and dilemma falls far short of this duty.

; Collins, Rob et al Living on the Edge of Empire; The
Book Review Objects and People of Hadrian’s Wall (Pen & Sword,
Liz Sobell 2020) ISBN 9781783463275, £25

ROB COLLINS
ND THE CURATORS OF HADRIAN'S WALL

Archaeological work in the Hadrian’s Wall corridor has
yielded a vast quantity of material remains from the
centuries of Roman occupation, So much has been found, cleaned, conserved,
researched, catalogued, stored and displayed over many years that it is a
daunting prospect even to consider how to best to approach the subject. Rob
Collins, a finds specialist and archaeology lecturer at Newcastle University, and
his co-authors, curators of the various collections at museums on or near the
wall, are therefore to be commended just for rising to the challenge, let alone for




meeting it so admirably to give all of us a way in.

This guide to a representative selection of objects found in and around the wall and settlements such
as Corbridge and Vindolanda is organised thematically, dealing with different aspects of day to day
life, work and belief, supported with many high quality colour illustrations. Each featured item is cross-
referenced in an appendix to the museum collection where it is displayed, which should have the
(doubtless intended) effect of stimulating traffic to them, from Arbeia in the east to Senhouse in the
west. Although the work of several authors, the text flows smoothly and with the accompanying
images conjures up vivid glimpses of day-to-day life. Here is a hair moss wig to keep midges at bay
on summer evenings; there is a pupil’s clumsy writing tablet marked as ‘sloppy work’ by a teacher.

Examples of the meticulous research work undertaken on conserved finds give impressive insights
into the objects themselves and also the implied web of connections between our supposedly remote
northern wastes and the rest of the Roman world. A fine collection of distinctive orange samian
pottery at Vindolanda has been confidently pinned down to a single decade in the first century AD
because the southern French potters’ stamps are identical to those found on an unopened crate at
Pompeii, which was destroyed in AD79. Someone will have got it in the neck, for the Vindolanda
delivery was found to have been broken in transit and so was thrown in a trench unused, to be
unearthed again two thousand years later. And what of the tombstone at South Shields dedicated to
Regina, once a slave from the Essex area, freed and married to her ex-master, Barates, from Syria?
In common with so many of the objects described and set in context in this fine book, it gives no more
than a brief bright flash of lives once led, and yet provides such a spark for the imagination.

. Armstrong, J A England’s Northern Frontier, Conflict
Book Rewew and Local Society in the Fifteenth-Century Scottish REEERICEEES

Greg Finch Marches, Cambridge UP, 2020), xvii + 394pp, 16 figs, 6 |
maps. ISBN 978 1 108 47299 9, £90 hdbk. :

The history of the Anglo-Scottish border continues to attract academic interest,
and this new work is another which examines with forensic scepticism the general
view that the frontier zone in Northumberland and Cumberland were for centuries
a hopelessly lawless and violent upland region beyond the control of royal
authority. Its focus is on the fifteenth century, less studied than the preceding one
dominated by Anglo-Scottish warfare and the succeeding one in which the border
reivers’ activities were vividly documented by the Tudor authorities. The author
has made extensive use of the records of royal, border and quarter session justice to suggest that it
was in fact relatively quiet compared to what was said to have come before and afterwards, despite
England being more widely afflicted by decades of strife centred on the Wars of the Roses. Local
officials and taxpayers, of course, had incentives enough to sustain an impression of widespread
border chaos and disorder leaving them undefended and impoverished.

This was all relative. There were still skirmishes between England and Scotland, and numerous
incidents of violent and well-orchestrated feuding in the border region and across it are recounted
from the court rolls. For example, the kidnapping of Robert Eure at Witton-le Wear in 1465 implies a
high degree of planning. He was taken by a gang including Ridleys from Walltown and an Errington
from Cocklaw, who took him to Linnelsford in Hexhamshire beyond the reach of crown authorities as
an independent regality and liberty.

However, one of the central themes of this work is to argue that such feuds were themselves seen as
a way of managing conflict as much as stoking it. There is much here on peasant kinship groups and
the local gentry to which they were allied, and that raids, murder and retaliation were usually kept
within ‘acceptable’ bounds. A future Pope, no less, travelling overland through the border in 1435,
remarked that on hearing that a Scottish band were on their way to a Tweedside town one night the
men dashed off to the local tower for protection, but left the women behind because it was understood
that no harm would come to them. Conflict was apparently ritualised, channelled, and by implication
controlled rather than just lawless mayhem, and echoes of this pattern are found both elsewhere in
England, Scotland, France and Germany. The institution of the March wardens on both sides of the
border managed the process through truce days. There is even the interesting speculation that much
cattle and sheep rustling might simply have been the collection of unpaid debts in a land where most



wealth took the form of 4 legged beasts. Most such transactions took place in the autumn, when the
stock was at its fattest and the trackways still firm.

In the author’s view this all formed part of accepted local customary practice in addition to the
apparatus of royal and border law, but that those formal channels of justice were still present and
highly active in the border region. As far as the royal writ was concerned, this was not a remote and
unmanageable peripheral region. The author’s analysis of the court records suggests that of the three
counties he studied it wasn’t Cumberland and Northumberland, on the frontier, that were most violent
in this century, but Westmorland, to the south, and therefore wonders if feuding was not more
commonplace throughout England than hitherto imagined rather than just a border affliction.

This is a dense and closely argued work, with much careful examination of the use of terms such as
border, conflict, feud, even castle, and is organised by the various themes of frontiers, social
structure, the administration of justice, patterns of conflict and reconciliation. It is not a chronological
account in which a central story unfolds. In all fairness to the author, it is aimed principally at an
academic audience of medieval specialists and historians of law and conflict. However, even if it can
be hard work for more general readers, the subject matter, content and conclusions are of relevance
to a broader understanding of what forces appear to have been at work in the border region in this
century, what mattered and what didn’t, and how attempts were made to manage the balance of local
power.

Briggs, Joan, et al - eds, Sunderland wills and inventories, 1651-1675

Book Review (Surtees Society: Vol 224, 2020) ISBN 978 0 85444 0801, £50 hardcover
Greg Finch

The years covered by this edited and fully indexed volume of 119 wills and
inventories from the Sunderland area straddles the Commonwealth,

Protectorate and Restoration periods, turbulent times in the northeast of England. With the abolition of
the church hierarchy in the late 1640s, administration of probate was moved to London from the
various dioceses, and only returned to the care of the church courts after 1660. The wills and
inventories in this volume therefore include a small number now held in The National Archives at Kew,
as well as in the Durham Probate Registry, and one or two strays at the Borthwick Institute in York
and Durham Cathedral Library. Together, they capture vivid snapshots of Sunderland as it developed
as an industrial and trading port. Testators include shipowners, shipwrights, anchor smiths, mariners,
coal fitters, and merchants and the records include some very detailed inventories, notably one of a
woolen draper and clothier.

The collection includes the rare and exceptionally detailed probate account kept by the widow of
William Kell between 1658 and 1661, right down to the 10d paid to Henry Hull and Charles Colling in
beer, and the 5d raised by selling a spice box and bowl, and 8d for a ‘toothpicker’. As is usual with
such editions, the introduction provides context on the probate process, and highlights changes in the
local economy, houses and household furnishing. It also provides biographical details on a few of the
testators who played their part in the political and religious controversies of the times, such as the
Quakers George Humble, a glover, and woollen draper Lancelot Wardall. But perhaps more poignant
are the small sketches captured of the likes of John Ewbank, a seaman of Monkwearmouth Shore,
who made his will ‘having a full purpose to goe to sea’ in 1653 (during the first Anglo-Dutch War), ‘the
times being very difficult and dangerous’. He left everything to his wife Dorothy for herself and the
care of their two young daughters. Administration was granted to Dorothy less than a year later, as
the war drew to a close.

New Seal, Christine The Home Front, 1914-1915:
Publicati . Industry, agriculture, food and rationing, Vol 2 it et
ublications: (Family & Community Historical Research Society, o

Please note 2020) £5 + p&p from the Society . ‘
these are \
notices and not Historians working on the Family and Community ot
reviews Historical Research Society (FACHRS) project on the

Home Front chose to collect data across a range of Volume 2

Industry, Agriculture,

topics and places. One of the subjects of the research was how local people ===y

across the country responded to the need to alleviate the problems that faced

Christine Seal



their own communities. Volume 2 looks at the impact of the First World War on employment in the
commercial sector and industry, in agriculture, in women'’s role in industry and agriculture, and food
and rationing. Agriculture experienced a major loss of men which impacted on food production and by
1917, rationing was brought in to preserve food stocks.

Material was drawn from around the country including Tynedale, Newcastle, Gateshead, Gretna and
Eastriggs, Liverpool, Linlithgow, Nottingham, Tyneside, Halifax, Rugby, Thrapston in
Northamptonshire, Reading, Basingstoke, and other places. The Hexham newspapers provided
interesting material for the chapter on food and rationing and the author was grateful to the Hexham
Courant for access to the original copies of the newspapers.

Harker, Dave. The Northern minstrels, from Richard Whirlepipyn to James e e
Allan. (The author, 2020) 11 Ouseburn Wharf, St. Lawrence Road, Newcastle [t
NE6 1BY. £30 inc p&p g 4

What was it about the north-east England that produced such varied music,
from:- the medieval minstrels and 'waits'; Baroque composer Charles Avison;
early compilers of fiddle and pipe tunes Henry Atkinson and William Vickers;
antiquarians such as Joseph Ritson and Bishop Percy; 'Collier's Wedding' author
Edward Chicken; and pipers such as William Lamshaw and Jamie Allan?

Rich in social historical context, this book vividly portrays the ways in which
music making and printed balladry were always subject to and in turn helped to
shape the prevailing political climate of their day. General literacy, licensing of printing presses,
religious upheavals, employment of official minstrels and ‘waits’, as well as the laws relating to
vagrancy and apprenticeship, all had huge impact on the performance, dissemination and
preservation of song and music. Class, church, politics, capital and fear of sedition influenced what
found its way into print and what relied on oral tradition. This book draws on a wealth of research to
tell the story of north-east pipers, minstrels, choristers, street singers and dancing masters; duels and
disputes; reivers, Jacobites, and riots; dialect and genteel satire; coal, iron, and keels.

Dave is the leading expert on Tyneside song. This book provides the back story to his previous books
about the great north-east singer/songwriters. Read on to learn about centuries before Blaydon Races
and Fog on the Tyne.

Adams, Max The first kingdom: Britain in the age of Arthur (Apollo, 2021) MAX ADAMJS
ISBN 9781788543477 hbk £18.76, ebook £6.49 s PoRTor e nE o R WA
oSN o~ |
Somewhere in the dim void between the departure from Britain of the Roman
legions at the start of the fifth century and the days of the venerable Bede, the
kingdoms of Early Medieval Britain were formed. But by whom? And out of

what?

Max Adams scrutinizes the narrative handed down to us by later historians and
chronicles, stripping away the most lurid nonsense about Arthur and
synthesizing the research of the last forty years to tease out strands of reality
from myth. His central theme evolves from an apparently simple question: how, 4 EAORARTHUS

after the end of the Roman state, were people taxed? Rejecting ethnic and nationalist explanations for
the emergence of the Early Medieval kingdoms, Adams shows how careful use of a wide range of
perspectives from anthropology to geography can deliver a picture of the emergence of distinct
polities in the sixth century that survive long enough to be embedded in the medieval landscape,
recorded in the lines of river, road and watershed and in place names.




