
NEWBIGGIN BY THE SEA MARITIME CENTRE 
Wednesday 12th July 2023 

 
The Maritime Centre houses three 
galleries, each showing different 
aspects of Newbiggin’s heritage. The 
fishing gallery houses an old fishing 
coble, and a multitude of fascinating 
old photographs and equipment 
relating to fishing. The Community 
Gallery relates to the town as a former 
mining community and as a seaside 
village. The Mary Joicey Hall houses 
the town's last all-weather lifeboat 
together with information on the 
history of Newbiggin lifeboats. 

Fascinating video presentations are on show in two of the galleries. We will have a 
guided tour of the centre after which you will be free to browse as you wish. 
 
Not far away is the Rocket House, which originally housed the breeches buoys and 
rockets used to help rescue mariners who had run aground close to shore. Once a 
common sight by the sea, there are now few in existence. If enough people are interested 
this small building will be opened for us. Also close by, in a striking position on a 
headland, is St Bartholomew’s Church which is well worth a visit. It isn’ t always open 
to the public, but I have been assured that it will be unlocked  on the day of our visit. 
There are many fascinating memorials, some relating to seafarers, in the churchyard 
 

There is a pleasant café at the Maritime Centre, and other places for refreshments in the 
town. The cost of the visit includes your coach travel from Hexham or Corbridge and 
group rate entry to and guided tour of  the Centre. The maximum number that can be 
accommodated on this visit is 32. 
 

I have arranged for coach pick-up times as follows:  
Hexham, bus lay-by by the Benson Memorial 9.40 a.m.  
Outside Wentworth Leisure Centre 9.50 a.m.  
Corbridge river car park, 10 a.m.  
Corbridge, The Angel 10.05 a.m.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please return this form to JENNIFER BRITTON, 4 LEAZES PARK, HEXHAM, NE46 
3AX. Please, as usual, no telephone or email bookings. 
 
Please reserve …………..places on the outing to Newbiggin at £ 15.50 per person 
 
Name………………………………………………………….Email……………………… 
 
Address………………………………………………………Telephone………………… 
 
Important. Please indicate your preferred pick up place………………………………… 
 
I enclose a cheque for ……………………..(made payable to Hexham Local History 
Society not to HLHS please)  


